AIDS Jigsaw reading  Copy C

By Kathy Riley

Adapted from Eriko Kosaka’s report, January, 2005. She is a student at Nanzan University in Nagoya and is a member of a circle which studies HIV-AIDS.

In Sweden, sex education is called samlevnadsundervisning, which means “living together.” It started over 100 years ago, and today it is actively promoted by The Swedish Association for Sex Education. They educate teachers by holding classes for them, and they also have many lectures for parents who have young children. They create circumstances in which young people can talk about sex at home easily and talk about their worries to their parents.

In schools, from fourth to ninth grades, sex education is given by more than one teacher. The students learn about HIV/AIDS, sexually transmitted diseases, pregnancy, childbirth and many other things. The teachers try to teach the class from the viewpoint of the students.

Comprehension questions:

1.  Which is higher—the number of reported HIV-AIDS cases or the unreported ones?

2. Are gay people more likely to get AIDS than straight people?

3.  How many people might have HIV-AIDS in Japan but not know it?

4.  In which group is HIV-AIDS increasing in Japan?

5.  What percentage of schools in Japan do not teach about safe sex?

6. What does the writer think the government should do?

7. When was sex education started in Sweden?

8. What kind of circumstances do the teachers create for talking about sex there?

9. What kinds of topics do students talk about in Swedish sex education classes?

Discussion questions:

