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By Kathy Riley

Adapted from a report by Eriko Kosaka, Nanzan University, Nagoya, January, 2005

A lot of people think that AIDS is a disease of foreigners, gays and hemophiliacs. However, statistics show that AIDS is increasing rapidly among young people, both gay and straight. The rate of teenagers and young adults with HIV is about 30 percent of the total number of infections.

Unfortunately, schools do not offer enough sex education, which is essential to teach about HIV-AIDS. About 70 percent of schools do not teach about “safe sex”, such as how to use a condom.

A lot of people in Japan are not concerned with HIV-AIDS and are unaware that they might be HIV-positive. They think AIDS is not their problem. The Japanese government should do something to make people more aware of HIV/AIDS in Japan.

Comprehension questions:

1.  Which is higher—the number of reported HIV-AIDS cases or the unreported ones?

2. Are gay people more likely to get AIDS than straight people?

3.  How many people might have HIV-AIDS in Japan but not know it?

4.  In which group is HIV-AIDS increasing in Japan?

5.  What percentage of schools in Japan do not teach about safe sex?

6. What does the writer think the government should do?

7. When was sex education started in Sweden?

8. What kind of circumstances do the teachers create for talking about sex there?

9. What kinds of topics do students talk about in Swedish sex education classes?

Discussion questions:

